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A Special Tribute To
Frank And Virginia

by Barbara J. Watkins

Many great radio voices have been stilled
this year. We pay tribute here to two more
who Teft us within days of each other - Frank
Nelson on September 12th and Virginia Gregg on
September 15th.

As those of us who Tisten to radio pro-
grams know well, both Frank and Virginia were
extremely talented people. We in SPERDVAC feel
a special loss, not only because they were
honorary members, but because many of us had
the oppertunity to get to know them personally
over the last few years. They leave a void
which will remain unfilled for us.

We are grateful to the following friends,
who worked with them during the radic days,
for sharing their memories of Frank and Virgin-
ia with us.

from LES TREMAYNE

More and more, as I grow older, I realize
the immutability of the fact that all of our
friends are leaving us. [ once had a mother-
in-law who told me that the only way she could
keep track of her friends was to read the obits!
I was young then and she was in her 80's so it
didn't strike home quite as forcefully as it
now does.

As audio historian for the Pacific Pioneer
Broadcasters, I felt I should start keeping an
"obit file" some years ago. It is bulging now
and keeps on growing. It includes many of my
dear friends both in and out of show business.
But the two who left us recently really floored
me. Virginia Gregg and Frank Nelson. Two more
talented artists, in many directions, it would
be hard to find.

Virginia, a classical musician, a devoted
wife and mother of three fine sons, a charit-
able Jady who devoted much of her time and ta-
lent toward those less fortunate than she and a
deepiy loving and emotional friend who always
had a big smile and hug and a warm kiss waiting
for those she cared for. Above all else, how-
ever, was her great talent. Never a bad per-
formance, always an incisive, deeply penetrating
and sensitive interpretation of each character
she played, even when it was in a scene where
she was talking to herself! As she did in the
next to last radio show I did with her, the

SUSPENSE performance we all did for you "SPERD-
VACKIANS" a few years ago. And what fun that
was. All of you at SPERDVAC have always made us

- feel we're special...and that's always very

soul-satisfying. Virginia was superb in that
show, as usual...as she was when we last worked
together in my latest effort (which I'm rather
proud to say is a "Les Tremayne Production"},
PLEASE STAND BY - A HISTORY OF RADIO. As al-
ways, Virginia played several parts in the same
script...but you'd never have known it...each
one was a little gem. And she Toved her work,
which, of course, is one of the main reasons she
was s0 great. One of a kind, bless her.

Frank Nelson...any one who really knew him
couldn't help but admire him...an intense, vol-
uble, brilliant man with a steeltrap mind who
should have been a trial lawyer. The most re-
tentive memory I've ever encountered and a love
and caring concern for the union, AFTRA, he
helped to form and for his fellow actors, whe-
ther they thought as he did or whether one of
them or all of them tried to "top" him on the
floor of our convention or in cne of our board
meetings. '

I helped form AFRA in Chicago at the same
time Frank was doing the same in Hollywood and
so I've been at a lot of conventions and board
meetings myself but I never saw anyone succeed
in beating him to the draw, so to speak. I did
witness a bunch of them in a board meeting one
night try to beat him into the ground. They
didn't succeed...although they made him cry,
openly, on the floor where he stood his ground,
unable to believe they were doing this to him

~when, really, all he was attempting was to

acquaint them with the facts of the issue on
the floor. I don't mean to sound 1ike a "hero"
but I was so dumfounded and outraged at such
treatment of a truly great mind that I endeav-
ored to defend him. When I had finished, I had
to force him from the floor and make him sit
down and compose himself. 1 shall never forget
that incident against a man who did more for
actors than anyone else ever had. He was all
guts and brains and many people's egos couldn't
stand admitting that fact. They would never
have made him break had he not been fighting
for his 1ife against the terrible thing that
killed him. )

He served as local and national president
of AFTRA, wrote most of our constitution and






